Clinical practices concerning central venous catheters in haematological patients.
Central venous catheters (CVCs) are frequently used in patients with a haematological malignancy in order to administer chemotherapy, stem cell infusions, blood products, medication, parenteral hyperalimentation as well as for blood sampling. Reported complications consist of mechanical complications during the insertion and long-term complications such as CVC-related thrombosis and infections. CVC-related thrombosis and infections are frequently occurring complications and may cause significant morbidity in patients with haematological malignancies. CVC-related infections and thrombosis should not be considered as a result of modern care or fait accompli and must be one of the priority targets of a multidisciplinary approach emphasizing quality-of-care improvement. We conducted a survey among 23 Dutch and Belgian haematological centres to assess the local views and clinical practices concerning central venous catheters in haematological patients. The local protocols and policies differ greatly among the centres probably reflecting wide differentiations in practice across Europe. It also shows lack of evidence concerning CVC-related thrombosis and infections which may cause morbidity in haematological patients. Further research has to be stimulated and development of clinical practice guidelines should be promoted.